[A case of successful treatment with ganciclovir for cytomegalovirus pneumonia after pulmonary lobectomy].
The premortem diagnosis of cytomegalovirus (CMV) pneumonia is usually difficult, and mortality of it is high. A case of successful treatment with ganciclovir for cytomegalovirus pneumonia after pulmonary lobectomy is reported. The patient was a 76-year-old man. Under diagnosis as lung cancer, the right lower lobectomy was performed. After operation, pneumonia occurred on the nonoperated side and in a few days reticular shadows rapidly spread to the whole lung. Although pulse steroid therapy was performed, the interstitial pneumonitis improved only a little. Then intranuclear inclusion body-bearing giant cells were found in sputum obtained by bronchoscopy. So we diagnosed the interstitial pneumonitis as CMV pneumonia and ganciclovir was administrated. CMV pneumonia had improved for two weeks and the patient has no recurrence. When interstitial pneumonitis develop in patients after operation or steroid therapy, the differential diagnosis should include the possibility of CMV pneumonia.